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YOUTH OF THE YEAR 2025

Since 1947, Youth of the Year has stood as the highest honor a Boys & Girls Club member can achieve. It
represents more than recognition. It reflects courage, character, leadership, and the unwavering spirit of youth
who rise above challenges to inspire us all.

Each school year, one youth from each of BGCGG’s after-school program locations is named that site’s Youth
of the Year. All Youths of the Year are recognized at our annual Youth of the Year Award Celebration in April.

Through the Youth of the Year journey, our members reflect, lead, and inspire by sharing powerful stories that
highlight their character and commitment. We’re proud to celebrate Jeffren S. of Santiago High School as the
2025 Boys & Girls Clubs of Garden Grove Youth of the Year.

Jeffren’s 9-year membership at Boys & Girls Clubs of Garden Grove began at
Clinton Elementary, where he fondly remembers playing marbles with his little
brother and friends. Jeffren joined the Club at Santiago High School his
freshman year and credits BGCGG for his leadership and social skills
development. He was an active volunteer at his church and with the National
Honors Society. This fall, Jeffren entered his freshman year at Cal State
Fullerton with plans to become an immigration lawyer.

“Being named the Youth of the Year allows PO e
me to use my voice for something bigger

than myself. | believe that with Y “ ||| T H

compassion, courage, and community, we
. can create real change.” -Jeffren S.

SANTIAGO HIGH SCHOOL

- . . LERD - sycceep - INSPIRE
Thank you Kiwanis Club of Garden Grove, BMO Bank, Twintel, HUB International, and

Anaheim Marriott for serving as sponsors for the 2025 Youth of the Year Award Celebration.
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STANFORD
EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAM

In 2025, we proudly opened a licensed Infant and Toddler Center at our newly renovated Stanford Early
Childhood Program, expanding on 25 years of Early Learning Programs and deepening our commitment to
the youngest learners in our community. Designed for children ages 6 to 24 months, the center responds
to the growing demand for affordable, high-quality care, especially in Orange County where only 6% of
eligible infants and toddlers are served through subsidized programs and over 5,900 children remain on
childcare waitlists.

With capacity for up to 21 children, the Stanford Center offers full-day, dependable care led by
experienced and nurturing teachers. This program helps bridge a critical gap for working families, many of
whom face difficult choices due to the lack of available options.

Research shows that high-quality early care is a powerful foundation for success, improving school
readiness, long-term academic achievement, and social-emotional development. Our investment in Early
Childhood Programs reflects our unwavering support for children ages 0-5 years and the families who
depend on us.




DISRUPTING THE
PRESCHOOL TO

PRISON PIPELINE

Early Childhood Education
5 O Sites Supported

2 500 Children & Teens
) Served

Professionals
Developed & Trained

400

114 Early Childhood Staff &
Providers Served

Boys & Girls Clubs of Garden Grove expanded its
mental health services in 2025 by formally
launching its Infant and Early Childhood Mental
Health Consultation (IECMHC) program, made
possible through funding from the County of
Orange Health Care Agency.

Early mental health support plays a critical role in
improving long-term outcomes and reducing the
need for intensive, costly interventions later in life.
The term “preschool to prison pipeline” refers to
the troubling trend in which young children are
pushed out of early learning environments through
suspensions, expulsions, and other exclusionary
discipline practices, increasing their likelihood of
entering the juvenile justice system. Research
shows that children who are suspended are ten
times more likely to drop out of school, have lower
academic achievement, and re-enter the discipline
cycle, placing them on a trajectory towards
incarceration.

This program strengthens the capacity of early
childhood educators, providers, and program staff
to support the social, emotional, and
developmental well-being of children ages O to 8
years. Using a reflective practice model, Early
Childhood Mental Health consultants work closely
with teachers, administrators, and caregivers to
address challenging behaviors, manage stress,
and implement strategies that foster mental
wellness in early learning settings.

Recognizing the powerful connection between a
child’s well-being and the mental health of the
adults in their lives, consultants also support
caregivers and educators in developing self-
regulation and co-regulation techniques. By
equipping adults with these tools, we help create
responsive, nurturing environments that allow
children to thrive.

Through this effort, we are actively working to
disrupt the preschool to prison pipeline by
investing early where it matters most.




EXHIBIT OF THE ARTS

We’re proud to announce that Clementine C. from Faylane Elementary has been recognized for
outstanding artistic achievement in the Visual Arts category (ages 10-12) in BGCA’s 2024-2025

National Arts Contest! LEGU CHALLENGE

Garden Park partnered with National Association for Women in Construction for a second year to
spark youth interest in construction careers. August M. won the building block challenge and went
on to sweep the Regional Championship with a unanimous vote from all 8 judges - a first in the
competition’s history. His project now advances to the National Championship.

H.0.P.E. ENCORE

In May, Boys & Girls Clubs of Garden Grove held its first-ever ENCORE! Spring Concert, featuring 16
talented youth from elementary to high school. Through 10 solo and group performances, the event
celebrated a season of hard work, growth, and musical achievement.

EPIC!

Thanks to a partnership with Garden Grove Unified School District, members are motivated to read
more each day with EPIC!, a digital reading program. Readers are celebrated through the Reader of
the Month program, which recognizes students from each grade for their effort and engagement.

ELEMENTARY SPORTS

During the 2024-2025 school year, we expanded our Athletics Program to include Elementary
Soccer Leagues for 4th-6th grade Club members. Youth built soccer skills, practiced teamwork
and sportsmanship, and competed for league titles where five schools were crowned champions.
The program also prepares participants for our Intermediate Sports Program.

TEEN NIGHTS

BGCGG hosted fall and spring Teen Nights at Main Branch, inviting more than 100 teens from nine
intermediate and three high schools for a night of fun and community building. The event featured a
variety of engaging activities, including laser tag, go karts, and open mic in the HOPE Studio.




KEYSTONE

At Boys & Girls Clubs of Garden Grove,
Keystone has been a vital program for
developing teen leaders. Through leadership,
service, and advocacy, Keystone empowers
high school members to be a voice for their
peers and role models for younger youth. This
year, teens from Los Amigos, Rancho Alamitos,
and Santiago High Schools proved that
leadership isn’t about titles, it’s about showing
up, stepping in, and making an impact. Across
the three sites, over 30 members completed
nearly 1,000 service hours.

Keystone teens took initiative on their
campuses, planning and leading events that
reflected the needs and interests of their peers.
They also mentored younger students at
nearby elementary and intermediate schools,
fostering a culture of service across all age
groups. By volunteering at BGCGG programs
and helping run special events, they brought

families and communities  together in
meaningful ways.

A standout moment was the “Breaking Down
Bullying” Teen Summit, a youth-led event for
intermediate students. Keystone members
facilitated workshops, led open discussions,
and created a safe, empowering space for 30
teens to explore identity, respect, and peer
pressure. Through this summit, our teens
showed that when given the opportunity, they
rise to lead.

Keystone continues to shape future leaders
who know leadership is rooted in service.
Whether mentoring, advocating, or connecting
campuses, Keystone teens are proving the next
generation of leaders is already here and just
getting started.
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Total Revenue $23,851,717

Total Expenses $23,851,717




WAYS TO SERVE

Help Spread Goodwill Find Opportunities to Ensure Sustainability & Directly Impact our
& Share Outcomes Strengthen our Work Continued Growth Organization Direction
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WAYS TO GIVE SMARTER @ WWW.BGCGG.ORG/DONATIONS

CASH & CHECK GIFTS QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTIONS

A gift of cash or check can be sent to: Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) let individuals
Boys & Girls Clubs of Garden Grove age 70% or older use their IRAs to make tax-wise
10540 Chapman Avenue, Garden Grove, CA 92840 charitable gifts. Learn more at ww.bgcgg.org/donations.

CREDIT CARD & RECURRING GIFTS CHARITABLE STOCK GIFTS

A recurring gift is an automatic, ongoing donation. Reduce your capital gains tax by donating appreciated
A matching gift is when your employer matches stocks or mutual funds. You may save up to 70% through
your donation to a qualified nonprofit, often dollar combined tax benefits, including avoiding federal capital
for dollar. gains tax and receiving a federal income tax deduction.

CRYPTOCURRENCY GIFTS State benefits may also apply.

Help make an impact and donate through Bitcoin, PLANNED GIVING: YOUR CHILDREN FIRST, OUR
Ethereum and other cryptocurrencies. CHILDREN NEXT

IN-KIND GIFTS A planned gift is a thoughtful way to support BGCGG. A
In-kind gifts like artwork, books, equipment, bequest to BGCGG can be made for a specific amount,
vehicles, or real estate help advance our mission. for a percentage of your estate, or for all or a portion of
Some property donations may qualify for an what is left after you have made bequests to your family.
immediate tax deduction of up to 70% of value,

even if retained for life use. Certain guidelines may CORPORATE & INDIVIDUAL SPONSORSHIPS
apply.

We offer businesses meaningful ways to give back,
engage their teams, and show patrons their commitment
DONOR ADVISED FUND to the community while having fun and making a lasting

A donor advised fund (DAF) lets you recommend impact on local children and families.

a grant to support Boys & Girls Clubs of Garden NEED A WILL?

Grove. If you have a DAF with Fidelity, Schwab, )

Vanguard, Thrivent, or a community foundation, Courtesy of Freewill, we can connect you to a

you can easily direct a gift to BGCGG. For help, trusted resource that makes it quick and easy to

contact mark@bgcgg.org. include a legacy gift in your plans for BGCGG. Find
more information on our website.

With your generous support, Boys & Girls Clubs of Garden Grove will continue to make a positive and lasting
impact on youth, teens, and families in our community.

Boys & Girls Clubs of Garden Grove, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Tax ID: 95-6112702.

BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS www.bgcgg.org | Call: 714-530-0430
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